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Assignment Details
You are asked to deliver a report of two to maximal five A4 pages on one of the five topics described below.

Topic 1. Investigate the IDL mapping to C++. What are the differences and similarities to the IDL mapping to Java? How does a C++ ORB compares to a Java ORB?

Topic 2. Investigate the IDL mapping to C. What are the differences and similarities to the IDL mapping to Java? How does a C ORB compares to a Java ORB? Note that C is not an object oriented language, which essentially distinguishes this topic from Topic 1.

Topic 3.  Evaluate at least two IDL-to-Java compilers other than idlj. Compare them to idlj. Aspects may include (but are not restricted to) proprietary/free, names & properties of produced files, user support, properties of associated ORBs etc.

You should also reflect on the ORBs that are usually distributed together with the compiler. 

Topic 4. What are advantages/disadvantages of CORBA in relation to other distributed architectures? Your discussion should include at least one architecture, which has NOT been covered in detail in the lecture (i.e. neither RMI nor RPC). 

Topic 5.  Use a CORBA environment other than the idlj with the ORB provided by the JDK to implement and run the "Hello World" example. Discuss the differences to the idlj/JDK implementation. For this topic, please hand in commented code as an appendix to the report. Please note that you should decide to do this topic only, if you have access to a computer where you are able to install and run the other environment of your choice. The University does not provide this. 

General Guidelines, applying to all five topics:

· 1/3 of the report should be devoted to items directly covered in the lecture.

· 1/3 of the report should discuss findings by your own research, e.g. by using the Internet. It is therefore essential that this part of the report contains references to your resources (web sites, books, personal discussions,…). 

· 1/3 of the report should link the two other parts together. In this part you should also express a personal opinion on your findings.

· Please note also that you have to state clearly at the beginning of your report which of the five topics you have chosen.

Marking Scheme (applying to all five topics)

· 40% for the ability to understand and reflect on CORBA as seen in the lecture.
· 25% for the ability to investigate on CORBA aspects using external resources.
· 20% for the ability to reflect on differences and similarities. 
· 15% for the ability to develop and express a personal opinion on the findings.
This assignment represents 50% of the total practical assignments. Part a and b combined represent 40% of the overall module marks.
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